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MISSION
To protect lands within Cowlitz County
from the degrading impacts of
invasive and noxious weed species by
educating residents, landowners, land
managers, county departments, city
governments, state and federal
agencies to be responsible stewards.

GOALS
Education and Outreach: Improve noxious
weed education efforts to the community.
Assessment: Continue to collect data on
noxious weed species and size of infestations.
Control: Enhance and develop additional
assistance programs to aid landowners in
controlling noxious weeds.
Partnerships: Cultivate lasting partnerships with
natural resource agencies and other groups
whose focus is to improve long term
stewardship activities in the community.
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COUNTY SELECT
NOXIOUS WEEDS DOCUMENTED IN COWLITZ COUNTY
Class A Noxious Weeds

Bighead knapweed
3 documented sites;
Kalama and Kelso

False brome
4 documented sites;
Kelso and Castle Rock

Slenderflower thistle
4 documented sites;
South Longview and
Woodland bottoms

Garlic mustard
1 documented site;
East Woodland mountains

Milk thistle
9 documented sites;
S. Longview and
Woodland bottoms

Class B Noxious Weed Species
Butterfly bush

Orange hawkweed

Meadow knapweed

Purple loosestrife

Scotch broom

Yellow archangel

Common fennel

Yellow hawkweed

Spotted knapweed

Poison hemlock

Shiny geranium

Yellow nutsedge

Common reed

Mouseear hawkweed

Bohemian knotweed

Policeman’s helmet

Spurge laurel

Saltcedar

Dalmatian toadflax

Herb-Robert

Giant knotweed

Puncture vine

Tansy ragwort

Gorse

Diffuse knapweed

Japanese knotweed

Rush skeletonweed

Wild chervil

Class C Noxious Weeds
Buffalobur

Italian arum

Wild Carrot

Common tansy

Canada thistle

Yellowflag iris

Common teasel

White cockle

Yellow toadflax

Pampas grass

Arundo donax is not listed as a noxious weed in Washington State. This species is one of the
100 most invasive plants documented around the world. We have one known site where a
landowner has planted it on their property as an ornamental grass.

WEEED PROGRAMS IN WASHINGTON STATE
A state law passed in 1969 mandated all counties to have a program to
combat noxious weeds. Noxious weeds are non-native plants that are
highly destructive, competitive, and difficult to control or eliminate.
They have been introduced accidentally, or as ornamentals, in peoples'
gardens. Some are poisonous to humans and livestock and most grow
rapidly and overwhelm desirable vegetation. They can reduce crop
yields, destroy beneficial native habitat, damage recreational
opportunities, clog waterways, and diminish land values.
The Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board was established to direct the state mandated program as
required by law. The board consists of five unpaid citizen volunteers who represent five districts that cover the
entire county. The board meets monthly and provides vision and direction to the weed control program. The
program’s staff are hired, directed, and supervised by the citizen board.
The Weed Control Program focuses on education, prevention, technical assistance, and control of noxious
weeds primarily through voluntary compliance. Preventing the spread of weeds is more effective and less
costly than waiting until the weeds are out of control. Weeds are everyone's problem. Even landowners who
don't currently have weeds can be harmed by weeds that spread from adjacent lands. Seeds are carried by
wind, wildlife, and cars. The invasive nature of these plants means that no land is immune to their spread.
Prevention of new infestations and introductions is a top priority of the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control
Program

PROGRAM FUNDING
Beginning in 2007, the Weed Board asked the Board of County Commissioners to put in place a special
assessment on all properties to fund the weed control program. As authorized by state law RCW 17.10, many
Washington counties now have noxious weed assessments on their property tax bills so that weed programs
can have a dedicated source of income. (See attachments for historic program funding).
In 2016, the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Assessment was $3.32 a year per tax parcel, plus $0.08 per acre
owned for property not classified as forest land. Properties classified as forest land, as defined in RCW
84.33.035, which is used solely for planting, growing or harvesting of trees and which is typified by canopies
so dense as to prohibit the growth of an understory, are assessed at the rate of $0.33 per parcel plus $0.008 per
acre. The current assessment brings in
approximately $171,000 to operate the weed
program. In addition, the program seeks out
grant funding from state, federal, and private
Assessment
sources each year. In 2016, grant funding
awards totaling $76,638 helped with weed
control projects for landowners in our county.
Without these additional funds, the Weed Board
would have to consider raising the assessment to
provide the services that these grants make
available.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Knowledge is key to achieving awareness of noxious weeds
and their impacts on our agriculture production and natural
resources. It is also the best way to engage the community
and empower landowners.
This program’s primary goal is to educate the public, provide
literature resources to increase familiarity about our county
select noxious weeds, and boost control efforts by all
landowners and land managers.

Community Events
Our largest outreach event is the Cowlitz County Fair which
attracts over 6,000 visitors. Other events include: Earth Day
with over 4,000 attendees, and the Home and Garden Show
which attracts around 2,000 people. A booth is also set up
each year at the Castle Rock Community Fairgrounds.
Workshops
Program staff host a number of presentations to small groups on a yearly basis. Groups contact our program
and request specific information to share with their members during regularly scheduled group meetings. This
year, we were asked to participated in:



WSU Extension Master Gardener Training;
Forest Service– Weed Warrior Volunteer Training;



Envirothon - Natural resource knowledge competition for high schools;



Noxious Weed Identification (in Spanish); and



Horseshoe Lake Management Committee.

Landowner Services
Control of noxious weeds is challenging for programs like ours but we understand that it is also difficult for
landowners with limited resources. Part of our job is to find ways to encourage the control of noxious weed
species and provide assistance to landowners with a variety of programs. The Cowlitz County Noxious Weed
Control Board has developed several programs that encourage stewardship among landowners and promote the
control of noxious weeds. We prefer proactive landowner stewardship instead of enforcement. Landowners
who actively work with us to identify and control weeds are not the focus of enforcement, instead they are
considered positive administrators of our natural resources.
Our program provides a number of ways that landowners can request services at no cost to themselves:


Noxious weed identification—Staff is available to visit properties and help landowners identify
noxious weeds and other plants.



Recommend control methods—Staff provides landowners
with a variety of options, depending on their needs and
specific circumstances, to manage and control noxious weed
problems.



Training workshops—Educational workshops are made
available to everyone who may want to learn more about
invasive plant species.



Informational handouts—Our program has a number of
noxious weed handouts with control methods and additional
information on how to deal with invasive species.



Noxious weed trash bags are available to landowners with
noxious weeds. These can be filled with noxious weeds and
taken to the landfill for free disposal.



Noxious weed disposal
vouchers are available for
landowners with large
quantities of noxious weeds.
These vouchers can be used to
dispose of loose truck loads of
noxious weeds for free.



Borrowing of limited tools include: weed wrenches, herbicide mix tanks, knotweed injection guns,
and backpack sprayers.



Stewardship Cost-Share programs (Plan A and B).



Tax exempt landowner program.

PARTNERSHIPS
Grant Projects
The Noxious Weed Program works on a number of projects throughout the county. Our program seeks out
grant funding for large scale areas where we can help many landowners. In 2016, the weed program was
awarded over $76,638 for weed control projects in Cowlitz County. The funding is specific to areas of
concern and noxious weeds that impact those areas. We are always looking for funding that will help us
reduce, and gain ground on noxious weeds. These funds help our staff provide noxious weed control work for
landowners and sometimes agencies. Large scale projects that are covered by these grants are a huge
challenge at times since they involve cooperation from every landowner in the project area in order to be
successful. Nevertheless, we have been working on projects like these for the last eight years with great
collaboration from many wonderful and proactive landowners in Cowlitz County. Without these type of
partnerships, we would not be able to accomplish as much control work to protect our natural resources and
our lands.

Slenderflower thistle

A. CLASS A NOXIOUS WEEDS
Class A noxious weeds are those non-native species
whose distribution in our county, and in the state, are still
very limited. These weeds are of the highest priority to
eradicate so we continue to help landowners with these
plant species regardless of grant funding. At times, we
have been able to acquire small grants from the
Washington State Weed Control Board which have helped
Milk thistle
with some of the costs of control work. This year, we
received $2,500 from the State Weed Program to help with costs associated
with the eradication of false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) in Cowlitz
County. We identified two new larger sites along the county right of way this
year in addition to the two small sites we had documented in years past. False
brome is not your typical bright and showy noxious weed. It is a grass species
with insignificant flowers that does little to help you in identifying it from the
hundreds of other grasses growing along the road side.
We have found a very small number of Class A noxious weed in Cowlitz County over the last eight years. In
2010 the first Class A noxious weed (Milk thistle) was identified growing in the outskirts of Woodland near
the Columbia River. To date we have also identified: false brome, garlic mustard, bighead knapweed, and
slenderflower thistle.

B. COLUMBIA LAND TRUST
In 2015, our program joined forces with Columbia Land Trust (CLT), on the Abernathy Creek watershed, to
expand our knotweed work. It also enabled us to include other noxious weed species on some land parcels at
the bottom of the system. Columbia Land Trust has partnerships with many of the private landowners that we
already work with and it was a natural expansion of the control work taking place to restore Abernathy Creek.
Our work on the CLT conservation easements along this waterway includes: blackberries, Canada thistle,
English holly, bull thistle, tansy ragwort, and English ivy. Landowners work to reduce these species on their
own on the rest of their property but they get some help on areas along the creek.
CLT works to protect and conserve lands throughout Washington and Oregon and are committed to being
good stewards of the land. Controlling noxious weeds works very well with this goal for both CLT and the
willing landowners that are working towards this on Abernathy Creek.

C. KNOTWEED SPECIES

Over the last eight years we have worked on a number of watersheds to
control, reduce, and eliminate knotweed. We are currently working on
four river systems in our county: Abernathy Creek, Monahan Creek,
Wyantt/Toutle River and Coweeman River . The entire watershed is
surveyed to assess the amount of knotweed before we begin control work
from the top down. What does this mean to our collaborating
landowners? It means that we begin at the top-most infestation on the
watershed and control expressions of the plant as we work down the
stream system. This is why it is important to have everyone’s
cooperation. If one landowner along the watershed decides not to allow
us access to travel the watershed or not to control the knotweed on their
section of the stream, we will not be very successful at controlling the
knotweed downstream from them. The success of control work on this
noxious weed species depends on 100% control of all existing plants.
Abernathy Creek knotweed
river miles

Total acres
infested

Acres
monitored

Gals of herbicide
mix used

Hrs of labor

# parcels

# landowners

3.6
3.6
3.6
4.2
4.2
4.2
4.2
5.4
5.4
5.4

85.5
65
72
2.9
5
3
3
1
1
0.15

120
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5
65.5

3117
241.5
300
40
72
54
33
36
35
18.5

420
240.5
40
32
50
40
40
96
144
122

72
52
22
22
22
22
16
16
16
16

225
81
16
16
16
16
16
12
12
12

Acres
monitored

Gals of herbicide
mix used

Hrs of labor

# parcels

# landowners

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
Monahan Creek

Total acres
river miles infested
2008

2.25

16.7

16.7

1664.5

531.5

34

24

2009
2010

2.25
2.25

6
3

16.7
16.7

400
65

30
64

20
20

16
16

2011

2.25

3.6

16.7

137

48

20

16

2012

2.25

3

16.7

83

36

20

16

2013

1.25

2.5

15.7

37

128

20

16

2014

2.25

5

29

174

160

20

16

2015

2.5

5

21

315

200

8

4

2016

2.5

7.25

21

442

148.25

20

17

Toutle River

river miles

Total acres
infested

Acres
monitored

Gals of herbicide
mix used

Hrs of labor

# parcels

# landowners

2009

0.25

3

4.6

330

40

12

8

2010

0.25

4.6

4.6

300

48

12

8

2011

0.25

2

4.6

21

10

12

8

2012

0.25

1.5

4.6

25

16

11

7

2013

0.25

0.5

4.6

10

8

11

7

2014

0.25

0.5

4.6

8

8

8

5

2015

1.5

0.1

4.6

14

8

13

7

2016

30

0.05

266.94

3.5

107.5

13

7

river miles

Total acres
infested

Acres
monitored

Gals of herbicide
mix used

Hrs of labor

# parcels

# landowners

2013

44

10

110

703

560

462

233

2014

39

10

472.7

452

560

149

77

2015

39

10

472.7

117.5

560

132

95

2016

39

0.75

472.7

33

210

132

95

Coweeman River

D. MOUNT ST. HELENS
The partnership between the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Mount Saint Helens National Volcanic
Monument, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington
Department of Transportation, and multiple private forest landowners have allowed us to reduce many noxious
weeds in and around the Monument area. Funding for the work in the Mount St Helens area comes from the
RAC (Resource Advisory Committee) for the South Gifford Pinchot National Forest, the Forest Service,
Washington State Department of Transportation and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. Cowlitz County is
the gateway to Mount Saint Helens and, as such, thousands of visitors travel through Cowlitz County to visit
this great National Forest. With this comes the
potential for many new invasive plant species to
be introduced to both the county and the
National Forest. These weeds spread through a
number of ways; on vehicles, shoes, clothing
and even on pets. Staff from our weed program
along with those of Skamania, Lewis, and
Klickitat Counties work with the National Forest
to help locate, map, identify, and control
invasive plants of high concern.

E. COOPERATIVE WEED MANAGEMENT AREAS (CWMA)

CWMAs are local groups of landowners and organizations representing stakeholders who share a geographic
area of interest and thus have similar weed and/or ecological problems. The groups do not have statutory
authority and are very flexible in terms of area covered, membership, and mode of function. All members of
the CWMAs collectively prioritize weed management efforts and work together on implementation of their
plans. The group can conduct public education about noxious weeds, map locations, plan projects and do
weed control. Participation of members is voluntary but most do have a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU).
The benefits of being a member of a CWMA outweigh working alone with little to no funding to accomplish
on the ground projects. CWMAs can:
 work on large scale management projects leading to more effective control plans and better
implementation;
 submit grant proposals which are more competitive because they are partnership-based, and many
times cooperatives are able to apply for grant funds that are not available to individual entities;
 lead to sharing of resources without duplicating efforts and greater efficiency in use
False brome
of funds for project work and;
 build better communication between agencies allowing all members to better identify and control
new invaders.
Our program currently works closely with two CWMAs in our area. These CWMAs have formed a number of
partnerships with multiple agencies and groups that help us better coordinate noxious weed control efforts.

Partners
Conserva-

LOWER COLUMBIA CWMA (LC CWMA)

One of the most active CWMA’s in our area covers the
lower Columbia River. It reaches from the Lewis River
confluence to the mouth of the Columbia River. The
importance of this group is the concern with the health of
the Columbia River, its fisheries, and habitat.
The Columbia River is an important watershed not only to
Washington State but to Oregon State as well. On the
Washington side of the river, Cowlitz, Wahkiakum and
Pacific counties joined together to assess the habitat, list
priority invasive plant species, and put together a
comprehensive management plan. The plan is to get a
project on the ground that starts to address the concerns
shared by all partners.
Columbia, Clatsop, and Tillamook counties on the Oregon
side of the river jointly form the North Coast CWMA. This
Oregon based CWMA also shares the concerns of Washington when it comes to the lower Columbia River.
Uniquely, the two CWMAs are working together, and separately with their own counties, to develop a
Watershed Based Management Plan where the two CWMAs can work closely to accomplish similar goals on
their respective sides of the river.
In the near future, these two CWMAs hope to find funding that would allow both cooperatives to work
together on a large scale project to begin repairing and restoring the Lower Columbia River.

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON CWMA (SW CWMA)
The SW CWMA began forming in 2010 in the
area east of I-5 and between Hwy 12 on the north
to the Lewis River on the south. The eastern
boundary is Forest Service Road 25 on the east
side of the Mount St Helens volcano. The
management area covered by this CWMA
encompasses most of the Mount St Helens
Volcanic Monument and parts of the Gifford
Pinchot National Forest.
The noxious weed programs from Lewis,
Cowlitz, and Skamania counties work closely to
attract partners with interests in the coverage
area. Traditionally, it is more difficult to attract
local landowners into these groups because many
are wary of agencies and government.

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL EFFORTS
Plant specific biological agents are one of the tools we utilize to combat
noxious weeds. They are made available to us from the Integrated Weed
Control Project (IWCP) which is administered by WSU Extension out of the
Puyallup Research Center. The program promotes and facilitates the use of
integrated weed control methods, including biological control throughout
Washington State at no cost to landowners and land managers.

Larinus obtusus on meadow knapweed

Biological weed control is an important and effective tool to incorporate into
weed management strategies. Not all sites with noxious weeds are good
candidates for this tool. Sites with large infestations that have been established
for a long time with little to no control, or difficult to reach areas, are best
suited for this method. Using biological controls is an additional tool that
needs to be incorporated, along with other methods, to effectively reduce and
control weed infestations. This is a long-term management strategy and should not be used solely or as a short
term solution.
These tiny weed warriors are not just any bugs. The US Department of Agriculture and many scientists ensure
that these insects will not attack native plants or commercial crops. Testing to confirm this plant specificity
happens takes 10 or more years
before they are approved for
release. The IWCP safeguards
that only safe, host-specific,
effective, and approved biological
control agents will be used.
In 2016 program staff released a
total of 4,100 plant specific
biological control insects to
combat noxious weeds in Cowlitz
County. Biological control agents
(bios) included: Bruchidus
villosus for scotch broom,
Mecinus janthiniformis for
Dalmatian toadflax, Larinus
minutus and L. obtusus for
knapweeds, and Bangasternus
fausti for diffuse knapweed.
Historically, releases of bios from
2006 to 2016 included 7 plant
specific insects and totaled 23,750
insect agents to combat 5 noxious
weed species of high concern to
the state of Washington.

Bruchidius villossus & Exapion fuscirostre
on Scotch broom

Cyphocleonus achates for diffuse
Mecinus janthiniformis on
Dalmatian toadflax

Historic biological control agents
release data covering 2006-present

SURVEYS
Collecting Noxious Weed Data
Data collection of noxious weed locations began in 2008. Since that time, noxious weed data collected
includes: GPS points, photographs of sites, and collecting plant samples to be pressed for our herbarium
collection or identification. All GPS coordinates are downloaded onto the county Arc GIS program and are
accessible by the other county departments and the public. (See Attachments for a map).
Cowlitz County is 1,166 square miles in
area with six major State Highways, five
major rivers and three major ports. In
addition there are five incorporated cities
(Castle Rock, Kalama, Kelso, Longview
and Woodland), 31 unincorporated
communities, and 6 diking districts. Each
year we work to cover more areas
throughout the county to capture as many
germinating plant species as possible. In
order to locate the numerous weeds that
come up and seed at different times of the
year, it’s necessary to travel the same roads
several times during each year. Staff
primarily survey from state, county, and city
roads. Some data is collected from logging
roads and occasionally from private road
systems. These data are needed to develop
a comprehensive management plan and to
help us focus education efforts for Cowlitz
County.
As of December 2016, we have documented
3,511 individual locations of noxious weeds
in Cowlitz County. Of the noxious weeds
we recorded there were seven Class A
species, 37 out of 62 Class B species, and
24 Class C species (from the county list).
Most of the properties with Class A species
are private land owners, but some plants
have been found on property managed by
the City of Kelso, Port of Woodland, Swanson
Bark Company, PacifiCorp, Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington
State Department of Transportation, and
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad.

County property—(Above) landfill with Dalmatian toadflax growing
throughout. This Class B noxious weed is of high concern due to its
limited distribution within Cowlitz County. Private property tax parcel
(below) with Canada thistle and Tansy ragwort at flower. This is a
property with livestock and is surrounded by other private lands that
produce hay.

Stewardship Cost-Share Programs

The stewardship cost-share programs encourage control of specific noxious weed
species and provides financial assistance in the purchase of recommended herbicides.
Landowners are encouraged to create a management plan and use as many control
methods available to combat noxious weeds on a long term basis. The goal of this
program is to build lasting partnerships, educate, and reduce the number of noxious
weeds spreading across the county. Every year the Weed Board makes adjustments
to better assist those who need it the most. Currently we have two of these programs
in place.
Plan A– encourages control of four noxious weed species: tansy ragwort, Canada
thistle, yellow archangel and Italian arum. The program shares the cost of herbicides
with the landowner at a 60% / 40% split. The program picks up the higher
percentage and provides landowners with other control strategies to reduce these
noxious weed species. Each landowner in this program submits receipts for
herbicides purchased and receives back 60% of the purchase price up to $350 each
calendar year.

Stewardship Cost-Share Totals
7 landowners participated—
combined total acres protected
282.25
Total cost of $1,318.40
Plants controlled included:
Tansy ragwort, Canada thistle
and Knotweed
Exempt Landowner Program
16 landowners participated—
combined total acres protected
137.7
Total cost of $2,678.97
Plants controlled included:
Milk thistle, Poison hemlock,
Tansy ragwort, Canada thistle,
Yellow archangel and
Knotweed

Plan B– encourages control of the knotweed complex species and picks up 100% of
the cost of herbicides necessary to control these aggressive plant species, up to $500
per calendar year. Because of the special r equir ements for some her bicides and
the environment that these plants invade, land owners are encouraged to hire a
contractor with an aquatic endorsement on their herbicide license. Knotweed thrives predominately on sites
near or next to water sources. In the state of Washington, herbicide applications near or next to water require a
special herbicide license endorsement that most land owners don’t have. Encouraging the proper use of
herbicides is essential in educating landowners while helping with the cost of controlling this plant species.
Tax Exempt Landowner Program
The Weed Board adopted the County’s Tax Exempt Program to help qualifying landowners who are on fixed
or limited incomes. Landowners needing assistance can contact our office to work with staff. Providing
permission for our staff to enter the property to control the county select noxious weeds is the second step.
Staff visit with these landowners and put together a management plan where landowners work towards
controlling their noxious weed species after our program does the work for the first year or two. Each plan is
individually crafted for
each landowner’s
control needs. For
most landowners, our
staff can handle the
control work. But for
a few with the need for
specialized equipment,
we work with local
contractors that can
handle the job.

ENFORCEMENT AND CONTROL OF NOXIOUS WEEDS
Enforcement of the Weed Law
Landowner property rights need to be balanced with the responsibility to ensure that noxious weeds do not
negatively impact other landowners. Part of our programs’ obligation to the community is to educate,
encourage, or otherwise facilitate landowners’ efforts in fulfilling their duty to their land and community. We
don’t need to infringe on property owners’ privacy to make a difference in decreasing or eliminating noxious
weeds in our county. Noxious weeds have a huge and costly impact on all lands and natural resources and this
is why the State of Washington enacted the Weed Laws.
The Noxious Weed Control Program primarily focused on educating landowners and managers regarding
noxious weed identification, control methods, and the Washington State Weed Law from 2008 to 2011. The
goals of the Weed Board included a three phase program where the community would gradually be introduced
to the enforcement of noxious weeds in Cowlitz County over a 5 year period.
Compliance with the weed law (controlling noxious weeds and preventing them from going to seed or
preventing their propagule from spreading) is required of all landowners in the State of Washington (RCW
17.10; WAC 16.750).
Priority areas for Noxious Weed Enforcement

There are over 147 noxious weed species listed in the State of Washington and our priority is to protect our
remaining agriculture lands. Cowlitz County still has a significant amount of agriculture production. The
majority of this takes place in the Woodland area with some other producers spread around the county.
Agriculture products in our county include: various fruits and vegetables, seed, sod, ornamental plants, hay
and cattle (beef and dairy). We also have a number of small farms with various livestock and small vegetable
gardens.
The next priority is protecting our natural resources such as watersheds, native plant communities, fish and
terrestrial animals. We have a number of salmon rearing streams and rivers that are of great importance to our
local fisheries. These waterways are also important riparian habitat for our native plants and animals.
Our focus on the areas outside the incorporated cities first since this is where agriculture production and native
plant communities still exist. Incorporated cities are a lower priority but still areas that we cover to a lesser
extent.

Process for Notifying Landowners and Managers

Every landowner and manager is responsible for controlling noxious
weeds on their property. This includes the Cities, County and State
Departments. Landowners are notified by letter, “Request to Control”,
as required by our procedures and state law. Sometimes, we may stop
by the property and talk to the landowner, but most of the time this is
not possible as we try to cover as much area as we can before the plants
go to seed. Landowners are encouraged to contact us so we can
exchange more information and talk in detail about managing the
noxious weeds. We make every effort we can to work with the
landowners and to help them achieve control of their noxious weeds.
If we are not able to make contact with landowners and the weeds have
not been controlled we send a second letter, “Notice of Violation”,
which requests prompt attention to contact us and control the noxious
weeds before they produce seed and/or spread. As a last resort, when
landowners fail to comply with our attempts to communicate the
importance of controlling noxious weeds, we have the ability to issue a “Civil Infraction” which fines the
landowner for non-compliance to control noxious weeds.
Cowlitz County departments (such as Parks, Roads, Diking Districts, etc.), cities, ports, and state agencies are
notified of, and are required to control, noxious weed infestations much the same way private landowners are
notified. The perception that Cowlitz County or state agencies are not controlling weeds is heard frequently but
is inaccurate. Our records indicate that there are as many noxious weeds on private property as there are on
AGENCIES

REQUEST TO CONTROL SITES (Many
cover miles of area and large acreage sites)

SPECIES TO CONTROL

County Lands (Roads, (24) Any and all control needs along county road
systems, parks or other properties are shared with
Parks, other)

Poison hemlock, knapweeds, knotweed, tansy ragwort, Canada thistle,
common tansy and any other noxious weed on the list.

City of Woodland

2

Dalmatian toadflax

City of Kalama

4

Poison hemlock, shiny geranium, Knotweed

City of Kelso

4

Spotted knapweed, Poison hemlock, knotweed, Shiny geranium

City of Longview

City staff deals well with this task on their own with few requests from our program.

City of Castle Rock

4

Tansy ragwort, knotweed, Poison hemlock

Diking Districts

7

Poison hemlock, Canada thistle, knotweed, milk thistle

WSDOT

63 (many stretch for several miles along highway
corridors)

Knapweeds, knotweed, shiny geranium, Dalmatian toadflax, common tansy,
tansy ragwort, Canada thistle, Poison hemlock, butterfly bush, Rush
skeletonweed, wild chervil

WDFW

4

Knotweed, milk thistle, diffuse knapweed, slenderflower thistle

Port of Woodland

4 entire port properties

Diffuse knapweed, meadow knapweed, milk thistle, shiny geranium, common
tansy, Canada thistle, mole spurge

Port of Kalama

6

Dalmatian toadflax, knotweed, diffuse knapweed

Port of Longview

2

Poison hemlock, knotweed

vegetation management through out the year.

county and state lands. The public is much more likely to see
weeds on public lands, and it is easier to notice where the weeds
are, rather than where they are not or where they have been
controlled. The Noxious Weed Program staff can provide records
of where noxious weeds have been found and controlled on county
or state lands along with annual reports about the level of control
achieved. Our staff also seeks out information from the public on
where they see noxious weeds on county lands and roadsides so
we can notify the appropriate agency and make sure effective
weed control is achieved in a timely manner.
On private lands in 2016, our office issued 134 “Request to
Control” letters and 23 of these received a “Notice of Violation”
for failure to control noxious weeds. We had 83% compliance
with our request to control and 99% compliance with our notice of
violations. The properties that were non-compliant with the
Notice of Violations were two situations that we see all too often.
There are properties that are in some stages of foreclosure and
finding an owner to contact is nearly impossible. These properties sit in limbo for years before they are reacquired by a bank or sold to a new owner. There are also properties with owners out of the area or even out
of the country. Getting a chance to communicate with these landowners takes a lot of time and effort from
staff. Too often, in both of these situations, we have no way of finding a good address or even a telephone
number. With limited time and resources we need to find a better way to deal with these occasional situations.
WEED SPECIES

REQUEST TO
CONTROL

NONNOTICE OF
COMPLIANCE VIOLATION

NONCOMPLIANCE

NOTES

Canada thistle

22

6

6

1

Parcel in foreclosure

Knotweed species

34

4

4

1

No known current
contact info for owners

Tansy ragwort

51

11

11

Poison hemlock

5

Yellow archangel

6

1

1

Scotch broom

8

Dalmatian toadflax

3

Common tansy

3

Meadow knapweed

1

1

1

Shiny geranium

1
23

23

TOTAL

134

2

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Noxious weeds will continue to spread and displace our native vegetation and animals
without our intervention. This invasion is mostly unseen by the majority until it is so vast or
so impossible to fix that we wage an all out war like that with Spartina in the Willapa Bay area.
The cost of waiting until the impacts of invasives are so detrimental, and maybe even
irreparable, are so high why not battle invasives and noxious weeds NOW? If we don’t work
together to eliminate noxious weeds now we will not have those things we all love about our
State; healthy rivers to fish with our family, plentiful wildlife to hunt, trails to enjoy with our
kids, clean lakes to recreate with friends and loved ones, forage for our livestock and pets, and
agriculture land where local produce can be grown.
The purpose of this Noxious Weed Control Board is to highlight the importance of
eliminating noxious weeds for all of our benefit. We aim to help everyone learn how to
control noxious weeds so that neighbors can help neighbors in our communities. Landowners
have boundaries but noxious weeds don’t. One person’s weed problem can impact an entire
community and even become an economic influence for a whole county.
Help us protect our lands and stop the spread of noxious and invasive plant species!

ATTACHMENTS

Recent history of the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Board
2006 and prior

Activities are funded from the County’s general fund. Budgets were very small, activities consisted mostly of
roadside spraying by a public works employee as his time allowed.

Nov 2006

The Weed Board proposed an assessment of $3.16 per parcel, which is passed by the County Commissioners and
put in place for 2007 property taxes.
Res. 06-151; Res. 06-159; 07-017.

May 2008

Revenue from assessments allows the Weed Board to hire a full-time Program Coordinator. The revived program
begins with emphasis on Surveys and Education.

2009

Dec 2009

Administrative Assistant starts. Part-time employee hired through a temp agency.
Assessment increased to $3.32 per parcel. Res. 09-206; Res. 09-211

2010

Weeds Inspector starts. Seasonal employee hired through a temp agency.

2011

Grants Technician starts. Seasonal employee, hired through a temp agency and paid 100% with grant funding.

May 2013

Establishing New Noxious Weed Control Board District Boundaries. Res. 13-052; 13-076

Nov 2013

Corrected Assessment as required by WA State Law to include - per parcel and per acre rate. Non-Forest parcels
at $3.32 per parcel and $0.08 per acre; Forest parcels at $0.33 parcel and $0.008 per acre. AS-6028 BOCC
agenda, Motion Item 12.

Feb 2014

Repeal, Revise and Amend portions of Chapter 6.20 of the Cowlitz County Code regarding Noxious Weed
Assessment and Liens. Ordinance No. 14-018.

June 2014

Full Enforcement Procedures in place for Noxious Weed Control Program

Oct 2014

An issue on the horizon; the assessment of parcels owned by public entities. Pursuing a logical approach but
recognizing that the Assessor reports that in some cases it would cost that office more to do the assessment than
the revenue it would raise.

Aug 2015

The Weed Board is advised that the county will pay the medical expenses associated with the Coordinator’s on the
job injury that occurred in May. However, because the County is self-insured and does not participate in the state
L&I program, the Weed Board will have to repay the County out of its budget.

Dec 2015

Weed Board proposes an assessment increase of $5.00 per parcel and $0.10 per acre in anticipation of program
cost increases due to; 1) County employee medical costs, and 2) the county policy requiring all seasonal employees
(hired through a temp agency) become county employees with retirement and healthcare benefits where applicable.
The assessment failed to get certified by the Assessor’s Office
(due to unknown reasons).

Dec 2016

Assessment is still $3.32 per parcel and $0.08 per acre bringing in approximately $170,839.
employee medical bills amount to over $150,000 so far and the County is asking the Weed Board to pay for these
costs out of the assessment funding that comes in to run the program. As a result, the Weed Board recommends
the assessment increase to $6.00 per parcel and $0.10 per acre.
BOCC instead approves an assessment increase of $1; changing the assessment to: $4.32 (non-forest parcels) +
$0.10 per acre and $0.43 (forest parcels) + $0.010 per acre = will bring in approx. $219, 565 for the 2017 Weed
Board Budget. The BOCC agreed to make it a priority for 2017 to adjust the self-insurance program so boards and
departments will be less affected by future, costly medical expenses.

