Cowlitz County

Noxious Weed Control Board

2015 Year End Report

Class C noxious weeds; oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) and common catsear (Hypochaeris radicata) are
found throughout the road sides of the county .

Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board
Administration Annex Building, First Floor
207 Fourth Avenue N.
Kelso, WA 98626

Tel. (360) 577-3117
Fax (360) 442-7081
Email: noxiousweeds@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Web: www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/noxiousweeds

OUR MISSION
To protect lands within Cowlitz County
from the degrading impacts of invasive
and noxious weed species by educating
residents, land owners, land managers,
county departments, city governments,
and state and federal agencies to be
responsible stewards.
PROGRAM GOALS
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Improve Educational Efforts



Participate in Community Events



Survey and Collect Noxious Weed Data



Enhance and Develop Assistance Programs for
Landowners



Produce Written Operating Procedures and
Guidelines



Increase Grant Funding for Special Projects



Cultivate Lasting Partnerships with Public
Organizations



Organize and Expand Long-term Stewardship
Activities in the Community

Cowlitz County
Noxious Weed Control Board
The Weed Board is made up of five volunteer
supervisors, each one represents one of five
weed districts in the County. New board
members are selected by the Weed Board who
then recommends them to the Board of
County Commissioners for their appointment.
Each board supervisor serves for a term of
four years.

District #1
John Gross
303 Painter Roth Rd.
Kelso, WA 98626
District #2
Joe Godinho
70 PH 10
Castle Rock, WA 98611
District #3
Bob Roth
2921 Laurel Rd.
Longview, WA 98632
District #4
Mike Imboden
2814 Maple St.
Longview, WA 98632
District #5
Eino Soumi
213 Nevala Rd.
Woodland, WA 98674

From left to right: Weed Board Supervisors—John Gross, Eino Soumi, Mike
Imboden, Joe Godinho and Robert Roth.
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Introductions
Washington State weed laws
were put in place to limit
economic loss and adverse
effects to Washington’s
agriculture, natural , and
human resources due to the
presence and spread of noxious
weeds on all terrestrial and
aquatic area in the state (RCW
17.10.007).
The Cowlitz County Noxious
Weed Control Board is created
by Revised Code of Washington
(RCW) 17.10 and it consists of
five voting members whom are
appointed by the county
commissioners. The noxious
weed control board hires a
coordinator whose duties are
fixed by the board and who
directs in the administration of
the Washington State weed
laws.

Purpose of this program
The Cowlitz County Noxious
Weed Control Board protects
lands within Cowlitz County
from the degrading impacts of
invasive and noxious weed
species by educating residents,
land owners, land managers,
county departments, city
governments, and state and
federal agencies to be
responsible stewards.
This is accomplished by
conducting ongoing surveys of
all properties within the county,
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communicating our finding
with landowners and
municipalities, and
coordinating weed control
strategies throughout Cowlitz
County. We provide technical
recommendations, literature,
and education to the citizens of
Cowlitz County concerning the
threats of noxious weeds and
their damaging impact.

ranking system to show the
priority and threat given to
noxious weeds. This assessment
gives landowners a picture of
numerous indicators used to
prioritize the level of threat
these weeds pose and their
priority level for control based
on these ranking factors. With
these two documents, landowners have all of the

Policy and Regulations

information about the Noxious
Weed Control Board, the
authority of the coordinator and
the program to administer the
weed law of the State of
Washington and the processes
that will be followed by this
office and staff.
In addition, important
information regarding the rights
of a landowner, request a
hearing before the weed board,
the cost for control measures
that were undertaken on their
property and much more is
outlined in these documents.

In 2014, the Weed Board
approved and finalized the
Work Plan/Enforcement
Procedures and the Rules &
Regulations. These documents
explain in detail the purpose of
the weed board and how this
program functions. This
information is meant to show
the public the steps that will be
taken with each and every
landowner/land manager within
our county jurisdiction.
The work plan document
includes a threat assessment

2015 Weed Season
Class A Noxious Weeds
False brome—five(5) sites,
totaling 1/4 of an acre, were
documented in the County
(Kelso and Castle Rock areas).
Potentially, this species is
spreading quickly and we may
not even know how wide spread
this grass is in our county and
throughout Washington State.

Garlic mustard—to date, we
have only documented one (1)
site (10 plants) in Cowlitz
County and have been lucky to
be able to stay on top of it.
With the help of the landowner,
we have been able to control it
and monitor it since it was first
detected five years ago.

Bighead knapweed—there are
three (3) sites documented in
Cowlitz County, but only one
that is growing wild
(approximately 14 plants). For
the most part, this plant has
been planted in landscape
flower gardens and is contained.

Ravenna grass—this plant
species was added to the list
this year and so far we have only
documented this plant in
maintained landscapes. We
have not found this plant in the
wild.

We are currently working with
landowners to control just over
3 acres. The largest area in
agriculture production in
Cowlitz County is found in this
part of Woodland.

Slenderflower thistle—this
class A is the most abundant in
our County with five (5) sites
located primarily in the
Woodland bottoms area. The
number of sites is smaller
compared to Milk thistle, but in
total area it amounts to
approximately five (5) solid
acres.

Milk thistle—All but one of the
ten (10) documented sites are
located in the Woodland area.
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Class B noxious Weeds
In Cowlitz County we have
documented 37 out of 43+
species listed in the
Washington State Noxious
Weed List. Our top 10 priority
noxious weeds based on their
danger to the humans and or
livestock along with the
negative impacts to critical
areas like streams, rivers,
estuaries and wetlands, are:
 Knapweeds (meadow,
diffuse and spotted)



Mouse-ear hawkweed



Poison hemlock



Puncture vine



Purple loosestrife



Rush skeletonweed



Tansy ragwort



Yellow archangel



Dalmatian toadflax

Meadow knapweed



Knotweeds (Bohemian,
Japanese, Himalayan, and
giant)

Bohemian knotweed
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2015 Noxious Weed Sites
Our program monitored approximately 816 noxious weed sites throughout the county. Sites were
located on different ownerships; private, county, cities, state and federal lands.
Japanese knotweed

316

Meadow knapweed

27

Policeman’s helmet

7

Himalayan knotweed

3

Diffuse knapweed

12

Herb Robert

5

Giant knotweed

4

Spotted knapweed

10

Purple loosestrife

1

Canada thistle

149

Scotch broom

18

Big head knapweed

2

Tansy ragwort

129

Bull thistle

18

Yellow toadflax

2

Poison hemlock

38

Shiny geranium

10

Orange hawkweed

2

Yellow archangel

35

Common tansy

7

Blackberry

2

Dalmatian toadflax

8

Butterfly bush
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We work closely with all types of landowners, including government agencies to make sure noxious weed issues
are addressed by all. Noxious weeds do not have boundaries and we want to make sure that where ever these
weeds are, there is an active control plan in place.
We do not deal with landowners differently if they are under private ownership or if they are an agency. If
anything, we hold agencies and cities more accountable than the private landowner. Agencies should be actively
working on reducing noxious weeds on all of their properties to set a good example for their residents. At times,
larger agencies may seem to be doing
little or nothing at all, but consider how
many hundreds of miles they have to
manage. It takes time, man power and a
lot of coordination to get crews on the
ground to take care of the weeds. We
prioritize areas under their management
and ask that they deal with these areas
accordingly. Consider contacting your
local agencies yourself to make sure they
know that someone is watching and
expecting they do the right thing. Most
agencies we have contact with are very
receptive to our information and requests
to control noxious weeds throughout our
county.
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Castle Rock Fair
This is one of two small
community fairs in our county.
 Home and Garden Show
The fair is a two day event
packed with a parade, exhibits,
livestock, logging show and 4-H
activities. This quaint fair draws
in a few hundred families. We
have a booth with brochures,
post cards and other free
This community two day event is resources. Staff for this event is
for homeowners interested in
not necessary since the fair staff
improvements to their property, help us keep up our booth.
from remodeling to landscaping.
The event includes numerous
 Cowlitz County Fair
exhibits with product and
This is the
resources. This show draws in
largest fair
hundreds of families. We have
in our
an information booth with free
county,
handouts and numerous
drawing
resources for those attending.
around
Staff is onsite for the entire event
60,000
to answer questions or field
families
concerns from Cowlitz County
and
landowners.
vendors each year. The fair runs

Education and
Public Outreach



Earth Day
This is a free family event to with
a number of hands on fun and
education booths hosted by a
variety of environmental
agencies. This is a great
opportunity to engage those new
small minds that will become
our future biologist. We host an
education booth that engages
kids to have fun while learning
about invasive and noxious
weeds. We usually have over 500
families come though our booth.

7

events the groups hold yearly.
Most of these presentations are
ready and preparation time is a
few hours.


Noxious Weeds Newsletter
Staff put together a quarterly
newsletter each year packed with
information about our program
and noxious weed control. A
different noxious weed is spot
lighted each month for the
public to recognize. This
newsletter is distributed to
members of the public that have
requested for this information,
copies are available at the
County Administration building
and it is also shared with
multiple partner organizations.


2015 WA State Envirothon
This natural resource
competition is an annual event
in which high school youth
for four days and we have a
demonstrate their knowledge
booth that normally has to be
and problem-solving skills on the
covered all the time by staff.
topics of aquatic ecology,
This year, was the first year staff forestry, soils, land use and
was not able to do that.
wildlife. Regional competitions
take place throughout the state
 Presentations—Community
in the spring. The Southwest
Groups
Regional competition is
Through out the year, we get
sponsored by the Cowlitz/
requests from community
Wahkiakum Conservation
groups, clubs and other
Districts. Our program
organizations who would like to participates in this event to
have staff present information on encourage our local high school
noxious weeds to their members. students to learn more about our
Usually, these presentations are natural resources and the many
done during a meeting or other biological processes that effect

our ecosystems. Several local
high schools participate
including; Mark Morris, RA
Long, Toutle, Castle Rock, and
Kelso. Staff participating in the
event—
two (2).
Number
of hours
spent on
this
event—
16 hours.

invasive plant species, conduct
trail surveys and manually
eradicate target species in
designated wilderness areas and
other public lands in
Washington and Oregon. There
were 15 training workshop
opportunities of which we
sponsored one in Kelso.
Approximately 369 citizens
participated in this training.
Citizens reported 81 new invasive
plant locations and helped
survey over 1,300 acres of land.



Cowlitz County Master
Gardener Training
We are happy to be able to
partner with the WSU Extension
office and the WSU Master
Gardener Foundation and help
train new volunteers each year.
We have been working with this
group for over three years. This
year we were able to present
during the training of 21 new
Master Gardeners. Staff spent 4
hours presenting information on
noxious weed identification.



STEM Ecology Program
The Mount St Helens Institute
Conducts a pilot project to link
high school students and
teachers with area scientists to
explore the Mount St Helens
volcano and surrounding areas
to gain an entire new perspective
on the outdoors and a living
laboratory. Two of our local
high schools; Toutle and Castle
Rock participate in this unique
opportunity to explore science in
a new way. In total, six area
 PNW IPC Citizen Science
schools from Centralia to
EDRR Invasive Plant Program Vancouver take part in this
The Invasive Plant Council
event. We had the honor of
partnered with counties, state
participating in the education of
and federal public lands
future scientist.
managers to educate and train
local citizens to identify priority

Volunteer Events
Earth Day
This year we put
on a volunteer day
at Wake Robin where we found
a large patch of Yellow
archangel. Volunteers helped
pull and bag this invasive
noxious weed. A small group of
high school students from
Longview showed up to help us
this year. We hope to spotlight a
location every year for Earth
Day.
Elk Refuge
The Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation has taken the lead
on this volunteer event. Each
year in conjunction with this
group, our staff helps coordinate
and supervise volunteers
surveying and marking this area.
Main invasives we are looking
for are; mouse-ear hawkweed,
yellow hawkweed and scotch
broom. We had a total of two
events at this site with
approximately 17 volunteers
showing up to help us. In total,
volunteers logged over 204
hours.
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Projects Around the County
Coweeman River
In 2013, the entire system and tributaries was
surveyed (39 river miles) with the assistance of
staff from the Cowlitz Conservation District.
There was approximately 10 acres of knotweed
found which is a lot less then most of our
watersheds. We acquired permission to enter
more than 400 tax parcels along the Coweeman
River and its tributaries. At the end, only about
200 tax parcels were found to have knotweed. We
have been able to treat knotweed with herbicide
applications thanks to the grant funding acquired

stem of the Coweeman River, Goble Creek and
Turner Creek. We are working with
approximately 83 landowners for access to the
river to reach all sites, of these, only 77 property
owners have knotweed. We are happy to have the
cooperation of all of these property owners who
have made this project a success.
Abernathy Creek
Work in this creek began in 2006 on 3.6 river
miles of this system. It was estimated at this time
that there was 120 acres of knotweed along the
riparian corridor and as far off the creek bed as
the 40 year flood zone. In 2015, we estimate about
1 acre of
knotweed
remains
spread
through out
the riparian
corridor.
This creek is
home to
native trout
species and
provides
spawning beds
for several
salmon
species.
Abernathy
Creek is also
the home of
the U.S Fish &
Wildlife
applied research facility, Abernathy Fish
Technology Center.

from the Washington Department of Agriculture.
Control on this watershed is done primarily with
backpack sprayers as staff walked the difficult and
Monahan Creek
long terrain on foot.
The Monahan Knotweed Project began in 2008.
Most of the knotweed was found on the main
This Tier I creek system is located west of Castle
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Rock, WA and drains into the
Cowlitz River below the mouth
of the Toutle River drainage.
Infestation of knotweed began at
river mile 2.25 of the bottom of
this system and down to the
confluence of the Delameter
Creek drainage. The majority of
property owners along this creek
are private with a few parcels at
the top of the watershed
belonging to the Weyerhaeuser
Timber Company.
The end of 2014 marked our
seventh year of control activities
on this creek. We have achieved
significant success in reducing
knotweed and clearing the way
for stream restoration and native
vegetation re-establishment.
Our partner, the Cowlitz
Conservation District, has began
to work closely with landowners
to stabilize the banks, reduce
erosion, plant native vegetation
and restore salmon habitat.

empty into this system are some
of the few areas where knotweed
has not yet taken hold. For this
reason, this system is of high
priority for protection from the
invasive impacts of knotweed
species. Currently, we have
three relatively small knotweed
sites on the mainstream north
fork of the Toutle River. The

only other place we have
documented knotweed sites is
on the headwaters of the Wyantt
Creek system which empties into
the south fork of the Toutle
River just above the fork. This
watershed project area is one of
our smallest and least impacted
by knotweed.

Toutle River, Wyantt Creek
The Toutle River drainage along
with all of the tributaries that
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Biological Control Work
Working to control noxious
weeds involves using every mean
available to us to help reduce
seed production and overall
infestations. Here in
Washington State, we are lucky
to have the Integrated Weed
Control Project at the
Washington State University
Extension in Puyallup, which
leads the handling of biological
control agents. This program
makes biological control agents
available to county Weed Boards
for the control of noxious weed
species. A variety of agents,
mostly beetles, are made
available for us to release at
specific areas to reduce seed
production of several noxious
weed species; meadow, diffuse
and spotted knapweeds, scotch
broom, purple loosestrife, tansy
ragwort, Canada thistle and
many others. Biological control
is a long term control method
that is utilized to help us

Exapion fuscirostre, seed feeding weevil
attacks the developing seeds of Scotch broom

maintain an infestation of
particular noxious weeds until
we are able to increase our
resources to catch up with the
numerous noxious weed
infestations throughout our
county.
In 2015, our program released
biological control insects;


Scotch broom — 1,800
Bruchidus villosus



Dalmatian toadflax — 1,200
Mecinus janthiniformis



Knapweeds — 2,400
Larinus minutus(550)
Bangasternus fausti(350)
Larinus obtusus(1,500)

Since 2008, our program has
released more than 12,850
biological control insects to
battle noxious weed species
found in our county. We have
worked with numerous private
landowners, cities and a variety
of other land managers to
identify locations where these
agents can be released.
Biological control is a long term
plan for reducing noxious weeds,
but with so many weeds out
there, this buys us time to tackle
locations that would otherwise
go uncontrolled.

Cyphocleonus achates (root-feeding weevil)
attacks spotted and diffuse knapweeds
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Stewardship Incentive
Program
Landowners in Cowlitz County
may chose to participate in this
program if they are controlling
noxious weeds. Our program will
assist landowners with some of
the expenses for their control
work, mainly herbicide used to
reduce these noxious weeds and
to prevent them from seeding.
We have a program that is open
to all landowners and we cover
60% of the cost of herbicides
purchased to control these
specific noxious weeds; Canada
thistle, Tansy ragwort, Yellow
archangel, and Italian arum up
to $350 dollars per calendar year.
We also cover 100% of the cost
for Policeman’s helmet and
Knotweed up to $500 dollars per
calendar year.
Our staff meets with the
landowners to draw up specific

control plans for their properties
for best results. An application
is dropped off with the
landowner and before the end of
the year, that application and the
receipts for herbicides is
submitted to our office for
processing.
This year, we had seven (7)
landowners participate in our
program and protecting just
over 261 acres of land at a cost,
to our program, of $1,613.35
dollars.

Exempt landowner
Assistance Program
Some landowners in our
community have limited
means and enforcing on these
people would not get us any
closer to solving the problem
13

of controlling noxious weeds.
Our program can identify these
landowners and provide
assistance to control their
noxious weeds at no cost.
Landowners provide us with
permission to enter their
property for the purpose of
having our staff control noxious
weeds by; manual removal,
herbicide application,
mechanical control and some
times even biological agent
releases. This year there were six
landowners with a combined
total of 31 acres of land. Our
staff worked closely with
everyone to control a variety of
noxious weeds at a cost of $909
dollars.

Noxious Weed Bags and
Landfill Vouchers
In addition to our Stewardship
and Exempt landowner
programs, we also make
available noxious weed bags and
landfill vouchers to any Cowlitz
County landowner who want to
pull/cut their weeds to control
seed production. Landowners
can ask for bags and vouchers
anytime during the season. If
the job is too big for bags, the
vouchers allow for landowners to
take truck loads too. The
program picks up the cost of
dumping these invasives at the
local landfill and the landowner
gets to remove them from their

property. This year, landowners
removed 580 lbs of noxious
weeds that went to the landfill
for a cost of $24 dollars.

Truck loads of noxious weeds are taken to the landfill by landowners in the
county and the noxious weed control
program picks up the coast of dumping off these invasives.

Landowners who are more
cautious about the used of
herbicides can still control
their weeds by pulling/
cutting and bagging these
plants. The program provides these landowners
with well marked bags
that can be disposed off at
the local landfill for free.
The program picks up the
cost for these landowners.

The see through bags
make it easy to make sure
only noxious weeds have
been placed in the bags.
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Cooperative Weed
Management Areas
(CWMAs)

Compliance &
Enforcement Efforts

Each year our goal is to reach
our community and
Cowlitz County is covered by
cooperatively work with
two distinct CWMAs; Lower
Columbia CWMA and Southwest landowners to reduce the
Washington CWMA. These two
collaborative partnerships
between state agencies, cities,
county and private landowners is
unique way to prioritize on the
ground projects that everyone
supports within a particular area.

In 2015, our program monitored
approximately 816 parcels with
noxious weeds but only had to
work with 29 of those parcels. 17
properties were sent a ‘Notice to
Control’ letter and only 2 of
those went to a ‘Notice of

The Lower Columbia CWMA
covers parts of Pacific,
Wahkiakum and Cowlitz
Counties along the Columbia
River.

While Southwest Washington
CWMA covers parts of Cowlitz
and Skamania and Lewis
counties.
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impacts of noxious weeds
throughout Cowlitz County.
Enforcement is the last option
available for us to use with
landowners. We rather work
with everyone and get
cooperation in complying with
the weed laws of Washington
State. These laws are very
specific on what we have to do if
we need to enforce on a noncompliant landowner. The costs
for these procedures to be
carried out according to the
weed laws are high but well
worth it to protect our lands
from the devastating impacts of
the numerous noxious weeds
entering our state.

Violation’. This year was not a
typical year for enforcement
since we where short staffed for
most of the summer months. It
is expected that in 2016, the
number of enforcement notices
will be much higher. Our
compliance numbers are
approximately in the 85-95% for
properties with noxious weeds.

History of the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board
RESOLUTION NO. 3538
March 26th, 1974—Establishment of the Cowlitz County Weed Control Board, Weed Districts and appointment
of the first Board of Directors.

RESOLUTON NO. 98-109
July, 13, 1998—Re-establishment of the five Noxious Weed Districts boundaries.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-017
January 30, 2007—Establish the noxious weed control assessment at $3.16 per parcel.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-211
Noxious Weed Control (new) Annual Assessment of $3.32 per parcel.

RESOLUTION NO. 13-052
May 28, 2013—Establishing New Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board District Boundaries.

RESOLUTION NO. 13-076
August 6, 2013—Adopting and Amending Attachments A-1 and B-1 to Resolution No. 13-052, describing Noxious
Weed Control Board District Boundaries.

December 17, 2013—Certifying of the 2014 Cowlitz County Weed Control Board Budget and Assessment of $3.32
for non-forest lands and $0.08 per acre; $0.33 for Forest land and $0.008 per acre.

RESOLUTION NO. 14-018
February 18, 2014—Repeal, Revise and Amend portions of Chapter 6.20 of the Cowlitz County Code regarding
Noxious Weed Assessments and Liens.
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Weed Board Supervisors:
Lower Cowlitz District 1—John Gross,

North District District 2—Joe Godinho,
Sacajawea District 3—Mike Imboden,
West Longview District—4 Bob Roth,
South County District 5—Eino Suomi.

Protecting lands within Cowlitz County from the degrading
impacts of invasive and noxious weed species .
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/noxiousweeds/

