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OUR MISSION
To protect lands within Cowlitz County
from the degrading impacts of invasive
and noxious weed species by educating
residents, land owners, land managers,
county departments, city governments,
and state and federal agencies to be
responsible stewards.
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Letter from the Coordinator,
Over the last five years that I have been involved
with the Noxious Weed Program in Cowlitz County, I
have worked hard to establish a program that is not only
educational for the landowners and residents of this
county, but that is based on honesty, integrity and
accountability.
The road to our current program status has been a
challenging one to say the least. Nevertheless, we have
been able to establish numerous services to assist landowners and inspire the need to protect our natural
resources. Hard work and support from my District
supervisors has been a wonderful incentive to continue
on the road we began in 2008.
I expect that our program will continue to see many
obstacles along the way, and with such wonderful
reassurance by multiple landowners I have met over the
years, I intend to continue to build a Noxious Weed
Program that everyone will recognize as an integral
component of the economy and the quality of life in
Cowlitz County.
I appreciate the support and encouragement I have
received.
Sincerely,

Angelica Velazquez

Improve Educational Efforts
A. Presentations to Public Agencies
There are numerous city departments, three ports, diking districts, public utility
agencies, county departments and public contractors within the County. Many of
these deal with outdoor work and noxious weeds on a daily basis but lack the
comprehensive knowledge about weed identification, integrated vegetation
management and the dangers of toxic plants. Our goal is to hold yearly
presentations for each of these agencies and their personnel. We reach public
works and parks workers from the different public agencies each year, covering the
Cities of Woodland, Kalama, Kelso, Longview and Castle Rock as well as the Ports
of Woodland, Kalama and Longview. Others participating include the County’s
Public Works Department, and several Diking Districts. In 2013 we held four
workshops for these public agencies (65 workers attended).

B. Presentations to Non-profit Organizations
Our presentations reach a variety of groups such as: local gardening groups,
churches, local union organizations, and other non-profit groups in our area. These
groups usually hold monthly meetings for their members and are usually looking
for information about other organizations in their county. Most of our
presentations were about what we do in the county as well as information about
what the noxious weed program provides to landowners. In 2013, we held three
presentation on noxious weed identification, toxic weeds, integrated vegetation
management options, weed laws and the purpose of the Noxious Weed Program
(60 members attended).
For the last two years, our program has been involved in a one-day training class
for new Master Gardeners in Cowlitz County. We believe that this partnership is
one that will ensure well rounded plant specialists (21 new trainees attended).
C. Workshops for Herbicide Credits to Applicators
A new educational tool for herbicide applicators was lacking in our county. Many of
the workshops and or classes giving education credits to herbicide applicators are
some distance away and require a significant expense for most small city budgets to
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handle. The average cost for a one-day workshop
for 5-credits (with travel costs, lunch and
sometimes, room and board) is between $250.00
to $450.00 dollars per person. We conducted a
one-day workshop for credits to gauge the
demand and need for such classes. We had an
over-whelming positive response to the
workshop, filling up our class size in just over a
week with others on a waiting list. In 2014, we will be conducting two such
workshops to provide continuing education credits to herbicide applicators in the
Cowlitz County area and vicinity (30 licensed applicators attended).
D. Publication of a quarterly Noxious Weed Newsletter
Staff put together quarterly issues of a Noxious Weed
Newsletter which highlights noxious weed
information, toxic plants and garden alternatives to
invasive plants to name a few items of interest. The
newsletter is emailed to a number of subscribers and
color printed copies are shared with anyone wanting
to have this resource in hard copy. The newsletter is
also sent to all Cowlitz County Users (Cowlitz County
departments and partner organizations) on Outlook
Email and includes our County Commissioners. We
hope to continue providing readers with useful information that will help in the control of noxious weeds
and will prevent dangerous contact with toxic plants.
E. Improvement of our Website
The Noxious Weed Program was privileged to be included in the County’s website
re-design. Staff attended training workshops to learn how to develop and improve
website pages for the program. The new
website allows users to sign up for updates on
board meetings, announcements regarding
volunteer events and even job openings in our
area or out of state.
We will continue to increase the usability of
our website, by including information about
noxious weed biology, integrated vegetation
management tools, and control sheets for
different species of concern in Cowlitz County.
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Participate in Community Events
A. Fairs
Over the last few years the weed program has been able to reach a large number of
landowners and land managers within Cowlitz County by participating at local
community fairs/events, including the Cowlitz County Fair. The Castle Rock Fair
and the Kalama Community Fair have been great venues for staff to reach many
farmers, ranchers and home gardeners. Small
community fairs have the support of 4-H and local
horse groups who are very active in the
management of lands and recognizing toxic plants.
The largest of the fairs in our area, the County Fair,
is a busy four-day event where staff covers an
information both visited by hundreds of visitors
every day. The fair is usually held the last week of
July and is very popular since there is no entry fee
(average attendance is 80,000).
B. Earth Day Celebration
One of the most enjoyable community events we have the pleasure of participating
in yearly is geared towards educating kids about daily activities that affect the health
of our planet. A variety of organizations show kids what they can do to decrease
negative impacts on our natural resources and it is a great opportunity to reach
some parents, too. This event is filled with fun filled kid’s projects that encourages
young people to get dirty, think smart and help to do good things. Our staff puts
together hands-on activities that invite kids to connect to the topic of noxious and
invasive plant species and their negative effects on our natural resources (1,400
people attend this event yearly).
C. Home and Garden Show
This yearly event brings together numerous companies and organizations
advertising everything outdoors, both for home and recreation. We reach
numerous people looking for ideas on the
correct vegetation to plant that will increase
the value of a property to how to deal with
weed issues. This is by far one of the more
important community events where we can
reach hundreds of landowners who are ready
and willing to receive useful information. Our
booth provides visitors with helpful free
information about our program as well as
other contacts to help landowners with other
natural resource questions (1,500 people
attend this event).
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Survey and Collect Noxious Weed Data
A. Surveys of noxious weeds
We are well on our way to documenting the presence of numerous noxious weeds
and the amount of infestations we are dealing with in Cowlitz County. Over the last
five years, GPS data has been collected and downloaded onto our ARC GIS map
software. The map helps us understand the size and locations of infestations and
the introduction of new infestations. With this data, the program is able to focus
our education campaign to better reach landowners and land managers.
Understanding how noxious weeds are being introduced helps us target that vector
and reduce the number of noxious weed species that could become established in
Cowlitz County.

Most of the infestations documented are those of Class B noxious weeds. Out of 56
Class B noxious weeds listed on the 2013 State Noxious Weed List, Cowlitz County
has found 20 species occurring in the
SPECIES DOCUMENTED IN COWLIZ COUNTY
county. The size of these infestations vary
from one plant to several acres. Only 16 of
the 20 species that we are monitoring are
5
6
listed as county designated as priority for
CLASS A
CLASS B
control and enforcement action.
6
CLASS C
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As we end the noxious weed season for
2013, we have documented over 3,400
infestations in Cowlitz County. The size of

MONITOR PLANTS
20

each site varies greatly, but the main value of this ldata is that it gives us a overall
picture of where we are finding these plants and it gives us a good idea of why. We
discovered that road corridors are a main source of spread by vehicles. Also, other
corridors like water ways, rail roads and trails serve as vectors to transfer noxious
weeds around the area and are areas of new introductions into our county. Other
sources of introductions are from the nursery and bird seed industry.

CLASS B NOXIOUS WEEDS SITES
DOCUMENTED IN COWLITZ COUNTY
4

YAA

47
50
30
14
2
79
9
57

SK
PL
OH
MEH
IB

6
2

GK

2

DT
CR

1
1

BFB
0

273

859

CLASS B

64
61
82

22
200

400

600

800

1000

YAA=Yellow Archangel; SK=Spo ed Knapweed; PL=Purple Losestrife; OH=Orange Hawkweed;
MEH=Mouse‐ear Hawkweed; IB=Indigo Bush; GK=Giant Knotweed; DT=Dalma an Toadflax;
CR=Common Reed; BFB=Bu erfly Bush
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Class A Noxious Weeds Documented in Cowlitz County

BHK—Bighead knapweed

FB—False brome

GM—Garlic mustard

MT—Milk thistle

SG—Shiny geranium

CLASS A NOXIOUS WEEDS
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By far Class C noxious weeds are more significant in quantity and are therefore more
difficult to control due to the cost to reduce these large infestations. We still consider
some of these noxious weeds important to be controlled in certain situations. Several
of these noxious weeds are still being tracked, mapped and controlled where possible.

CLASS C NOXIOUS WEEDS
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BT=Bull Thistle; CMT=Common Tansy; CT=Canada
Thistle; WC= White Cockle; YI=Yellowflag Iris;
YT=Yellow Toadflax

Landowner Notifications
The number of landowners notified by letter requesting control of various noxious weeds has
decreased over the past four years. This year, mail notifications totaled approximately 127 letters
with many of these including multiple property parcels with weed issues.
All landowners in the county regardless of ownership, are notified if noxious weeds of concern to
the Noxious Weed Control Board and the State of Washington are found on their properties.
With right of ways for the cities, county, railroad and the state highway department covering
many more miles than most private property owners, we spend a lot of time working with these
government managers to attain control of many noxious weed species. Below is a list of parcels
that were sent a notice to control. Those property owners who did not control their noxious
weeds in the period of time requested and did not contact our office for assistance received a
second letter. A letter of violation is only sent to landowners who fail to respond and or to
control the noxious weeds on their property.
TYPE OF NOTICE SENT TO CONTROL WEEDS
TYPE OF
LANDOWNER

WEED(S)

NOTICE TO CONTROL

WD3004024

Private

Canada thistle
Tansy ragwort
Bull thistle

Y

10904100N

Private

Canada thistle

Y

WB2610001

Private

Canada thistle

Y

EA3009001

Private

Canada thistle

Y

WC3403002

Private

Canada thistle

Y

WC2805027

Private

Canada thistle

Y

WL2410010

Private

Canada thistle

Y

60540010

Private

Canada thistle

Y

507350115 and
507350121

Business

Tansy ragwort

Y

507350103

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

6357702

Bank

Tansy ragwort
Herb Robert

Y

60542004

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WD3010008

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WD3016002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

60540009

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WB1406002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

50739

Private

Tansy ragwort
Bull thistle

Y

60542001

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

PARCEL NO.

VIOLATION

Y

TYPE OF NOTICE SENT TO CONTROL WEEDS
PARCEL NO.

TYPE OF

WEED(S)

NOTICE TO CONTROL

WB1201016
WB1201017

Business

Knotweed

Y

WL2410015

Private

Knotweed

Y

411280100

Bank

Knotweed

Y

40070

Business

Knotweed

Y

WD2808016

Private

Knotweed

Y

61577

Private

Knotweed

Y

08808

Private

Knotweed

Y

WI3515001

Private

Knotweed

Y

WB0203006

Private

Knotweed

Y

WD0701002

Private

Knotweed

Y

EA0701008

Private

Knotweed

Y

WB0203011

Private

Knotweed

Y

WD3204001

Private

Knotweed

Y

WD1909001

Private

Knotweed

Y

08807

Private

Knotweed

Y

WB0203009

Private

Knotweed

Y

WB02808017

Business

Knotweed

Y

WB0210002

Private

Knotweed

Y

21356

Private

Knotweed

Y

WB020003

Private

Knotweed

Y

6281611
6133402
628160201

Business

Dalma an toadflax

Y

WC2015005
WC2015005

Business

Spo ed knapweed

Y

WB1503002
WA0202002

Port of Woodland

Diﬀuse knapweed
Common tansy

Y

40058

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

410730431
410730432
410730433
410730428
410730429

Housing
development

Meadow knapweed
Canada thistle

Y

VIOLATION

Y
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TYPE OF NOTICE SENT TO CONTROL WEEDS
PARCEL NO.

TYPE OF
LANDOWNER

WEED(S)

NOTICE TO CONTROL

ED1803002

County

Scotch broom

Y

Various ROW

County

Knotweed

Y

ROW

County

False brome

Y

ROW

County

Poison hemlock

Y

Various ROW

County

Tansy ragwort

Y

Various ROW

County

Thistle

Y

60827

Port of Kalama

Knotweed

Y

6281602

Port of Kalama

Knotweed

Y

62783

Port of Kalama

Knotweed

Y

ROW‐I‐5

WSDOT

Scotch broom

Y

ROW‐I‐5

WSDOT

Meadow knapweed
Spo ed knapweed

Y

ROW I‐5

WSDOT

Poison hemlock

Y

ROW I‐5

WSDOT

Knotweed

Y

SR 411

WSDOT

Spo ed Knapweed

Y

SR 411

WSDOT

Knotweed

Y

WE0708005

Private

Shiny geranium

Y

050650100

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

033380121

Private

Yellow archangel

Y

WJ2311001

Private

Yellow archangel
Knotweed

Y

WF0505004

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

WG3003003

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

WG03402015

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

WF0508002

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

61781
61780

Private

Knotweed

Y

20694

Private

Poison hemlock

Y

WG3413007

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

WJ0508006

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

EF2203002

Private

Canada thistle
Tansy ragwort

Y

WK3608008

Private

Bighead knapweed

Y

EL0613001

Private

Knotweed

Y

VIOLATION

TYPE OF NOTICE SENT TO CONTROL WEEDS
PARCEL NO.

TYPE OF
LANDOWNER

WEED(S)

NOTICE TO CONTROL

WF0715013

Private

Canada thistle

Y

10564

Church

Poison hemlock

Y

WF2102008

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

W0o304004

Private

Knotweed

Y

Wi1707002

Private

Yellow archangel

Y

23942

Private

Knotweed

Y

EF3104001

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WF0510005

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

30869

Private

Knotweed

Y

033380122

Private

Yellow archangel

Y

WF0405012

Private

Yellow archangel

Y

WF0503004

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

WJ2608009

Private

Poison hemlock

Y

WF0702002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WF0702007

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

WK2102005

Private

Yellow archangel
Knotweed

Y

WL1104012

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

EF2203002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

ROW‐Ocean beach

City of Longview

Canada thistle

Y

Dike

Kelso Diking

Poison hemlock

Y

Dike

Longview Diking

Knotweed

Y

Park

County

Diﬀuse knapweed

Y

Park

County

Scotch broom

Y

Boat launch

WDFW

Knotweed

Y

Park

Pacific Corp

Shiny geramium

Y

Boat launch

Pacific Corp

Knotweed

Y

ROW

BPA

Tansy ragwort

Y

Land

City of Longview

Knotweed

Y

VIOLATION

TYPE OF NOTICE SENT TO CONTROL WEEDS
PARCEL NO.

TYPE OF
LANDOWNER

WEED(S)

NOTICE TO CONTROL

ROW

City of Kalama

Meadow knapweed

Y

ROW

City of Kalama

Spo ed knapweed

Y

ROW

City of Kelso

Poison hemlock

Y

ROW

City of Kelso

Knotweed

Y

ROW

City of Kelso

Spo ed knapweed

Y

ROW

City of Castle Rock

Knotweed

Y

RAIL LINE

BNSF

Knotweed

Y

RAIL LINE

BNSF

Spo ed knapweed

Y

RAIL LINE

BNSF

Dalma an toadflax

Y

RAIL LINE

BNSF

Poison hemlock

Y

40072

Private

Knotweed

Y

507350117

Business

Knotweed

Y

507270400

Business

Dalma an toadflax

Y

62058

Private

Policeman’s helmet

Y

507870103

Business

Dalma an toadflax

Y

WJ2216002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

00380128

Private

Yellow archangel

Y

WF0405008

Private

Meadow knapweed

Y

6352201

Business

Poison hemlock

Y

6014301

Private

Knoweed

Y

507750100
507780100
507790100

Business

Knotweed
Tansy ragwort

Y

06617

Private

Knotweed

Y

60542002

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

Y

60540008

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

Y

EA0201006

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

608910200

Private

Tansy ragwort

Y

VIOLATION

Y

Assistance Programs for Landowners
A. Cost—Share Program
One of our assistance and incentive programs for landowners in our county has
helped us make a difference in controlling a small number of noxious weeds that
our Weed Board considers priority weeds. We have two cost-share programs in
place for landowners:
1. 60/40 Cost-Share for landowners with one or more of the following noxious
weeds: Tansy ragwort, Yellow archangel, or Canada thistle. The program will
reimburse landowners for 60% of the cost of herbicide purchases up to $350 per
year. This may only be a little help to some landowners, but it has been a great
incentive for those landowners who are doing control work to continue their effort.
2. 100% Cost-Share for landowners with Knotweed spp. Our program will help
landowners with reimbursement for purchase of herbicides to treat their property,
up to $500 per year. The majority of our creeks and rivers have an established
population of one of the knotweed species and this has prompted us to make these
water systems a priority for control and rehabilitation.
In 2013, 15 landowners, owning approximately 737 acres among them, participated
in our cost-share programs. In total we reimbursed $2,964.85 to landowners. This
incentive program has helped us to educate landowners about the importance of
controlling noxious weeds. Partnerships with these landowners are increasing our
education efforts all around the county.
$500.00

$600.00
K. Boultinghouse
L. Bryant

$500.00

Hill Family

$350.00

$350.00

$298.45

$400.00

$327.89

D. Erdelbrock

D. Kyllo
N. Branscom
G. McKinney

$300.00

T. Marquiss
$103.40

$149.12

$100.00

$50.00

$104.33

$170.57

B. Turbitt

$51.41

$100.00

$51.60

$200.00

$172.78

$185.30

P. Wasson

J. Robinson
D. Schwinn
T. Shearer
M. Swift
R. Jessee

$‐
1

Par cipa on in the Cost‐Share Program in voluntary. We value and appreciate the commitment of these
landowners to reduce noxious weeds in their proper es.
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B. Exempt Landowner Program
We realize that some county land owners may be too elderly, handicapped or low
income and therefore cannot control noxious weeds on their properties. The
County has a Tax-Exempt program in place for property taxes. If landowners
qualify under this county program, we provide them with free assistance. Staff,
contractors or partners aid in the control of noxious weeds on their properties. The
Weed Board believes that assisting these land-owners is less expensive and time
consuming than enforcement and it helps build better relationships with the
community.
We had a total of 12 landowners who were assisted under this program in 2013 and
the list keeps on growing. Staff spent time to survey properties and control noxious
weeds. In total, lands owned by these residents add up to more than 58 acres. The
program spent approximately $1,067.oo in equipment, herbicides and labor to
treat noxious weeds on these parcels of land.

Land Owner Acres and
Noxious Weeds Controlled
*MK
1

5

5

*CT
*JK

7

*JK

7.5
2

*CT, BT, SB, TR
*CT

2
5

3

*JK
*MK

1

5
14.5

*JK
*JK
*JK

C. Noxious Weed Bags/Loose load and Waste Disposal
This year was the first time our program provided help to landowners who may
have ran out of time to control their weeds before they started seed production.
Landowners who contacted our office were met by one of our inspectors who would
verify the presence of noxious weeds and determine how many weed bags they
would need. If the problem was larger, the inspector would determine that a loose
load would be the best way to deal with the quantity of noxious weeds on the site.
In order to dispose of the weeds at waste control, the inspector gives the landowner
a voucher that would need to be turned in with the load of weeds. The waste
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control facility bills us for the disposal of
these filled bags or loose loads.
In our first year of offering this assistance
program, nine land-owners participated
in the program. In total, more than 1,380
pounds of noxious weeds were taken to
the waste disposal facility costing the
program just over $297 dollars. The
benefit of removing that much potential
seed was a huge success at a very small
cost to the program.
One landowner was assisted by providing
volunteers to help cut and chip large mature Scotch broom plants that were
overtaking the property. For this property, the program hired a chipping service to
minimize the size of
the material while
keeping it on site. By
leaving material on
460
460
500
site, it helps minimize
400
re-sprouting by the
large seed bank that is
300
on this property from
Pounds
of
Weeds
this noxious weed
160
200
100
species while
100 40 40
40 40
40
eliminating above
ground fuel source for
0
the property and
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
neighboring homes.

Noxious Weed Disposal
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Property parcel was 7 acres in size, but the volunteer event was
only able to clear about 1 acre.

Procedures, Guidelines and Work Plan
A. Procedures and Guidelines
We intend to have written procedures and guidelines for the Noxious Weed
Program in place before April of 2013, but changes in staffing for our legal
department delayed us. This coming year, we expect to have these documents in
place and to be able to carry out enforcement procedures when needed.
The public should be able to get copies of the
program’s procedures and guidelines by contacting
our office or by downloading a copy from our website.

http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/

B. Work Plan and Enforcement Procedures

Also, we are developing a Work Plan and Enforcement Procedure manual for the
public to understand the procedures we have to follow in the event we will be
enforcing the Washington State Noxious Weed Law. This document will provide
landowners with the necessary information regarding our program and the steps
we will be taking when identifying a property parcel as having noxious weeds that
need to be controlled.
These procedures are always used as the last resort
with property owners in the county. Education,
assistance and a working partnership is primarily
offered by this program. It is the intent of the
Cowlitz Noxious Weed Board to build a good
relationship with landowners and land managers
to help control noxious weeds for all to benefit.
Our manuals will give the public a better
understanding regarding how the program
functions and what steps are taken to assist,
educate, encourage and develop a working
relationship with Cowlitz County Landowners.
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Grant Funding for Special Projects
Grants are supplemental funds that make it possible for our program to hire
seasonal help to tackle projects that may cover entire watersheds, special sites or
build additional partnerships. Most of these special projects assist multiple
landowners and or partner organizations with large areas that benefit the public.
Grants also make it possible for our program to control noxious weeds for many
landowners at no cost them.
The Noxious Weed Program wrote several grants for a variety of noxious weed
projects in Cowlitz County. In 2013, we were awarded these grants:
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Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board
Class A Noxious Weed Eradication Project

$ 2,500

Washington State Department of Agriculture
Knotweed Control Projects—2 year funding

$20,000

Title II Funding
Mount St Helens Invasive Species Project

$15,600

Rock Mountain Elk Foundation
Mount St Helens Elk Refuge—Mouse-ear Control

$15,000

A. Class A Noxious Weed Eradication Project
This grant project is mainly in the west side of Woodland where lands are still in
the production of a variety of agriculture commodities: corn, berries, varieties of
grass seed, cattle, and sheep. Lands belonging to the County, Woodland Diking
District and the WA Department of Fish and Game are also involved. The project
focuses on two Class A noxious weeds: Milk thistle and Slenderflower thistle.

We surveyed over 30 property parcels with permission from landowners and spoke
to an additional 50 owners. A total of 10 had one or both of these Class A noxious
weeds. Total infested acres are 5.5 with 4 acres of Slenderflower thistle and 1.5
acres of Milk thistle.
Staff members spent three weeks surveying properties, calling landowners, cutting
and spraying both of these noxious weeds through out the Woodland, WA area.
Before
Herbicide
application

Milk thistle
reaction to
herbicides
After
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B. Knotweed Control Projects
Control work is currently underway on four watersheds in the county: Abernathy
Creek, Monahan Creek, Toutle River and the Coweeman River. Some of these
watershed projects have been in place since 2007. The newest project site, the
Coweeman River, began in fall of 2011 with an extensive assessment of the entire
watershed. Most of the watersheds in Cowlitz County have some degree of
knotweed infestation, making control work of knotweed in the county a huge
challenge. The program has limited staff and budget while the control of knotweed
is vast, difficult and costly. In total it took staff over 910 hours to complete
knotweed control on the four watersheds.
The program’s goal is to continue working with our partners and collaborate on
other similar projects. With knotweed control on the Coweeman River, we partner
with the Cowlitz Conservation District to increase successful restoration of native
vegetation and to help improve salmon habitat by removing knotweed.
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WATERSHED
SYSTEM

YEAR PROJECT
STARTED

RIVE MILES TREATED &
TOTAL ACRES (To Date)

NO. OF LANDOWNERS
ASSISTED (To Date)

HERBICIDE MIX
USED IN 2013

Abernathy Creek

2007

4.2 River Miles & 85.5 Acres

12

33 gallons

Monahan Creek

2008

2.25 River Miles & 120 Acres

10

37 gallons

Toutle River +
1 Tributary

2009

3 River Miles & 4.5 Acres

7

6 gallons

Coweeman River +

2012

44 River Miles & 10 Acres

77

703 gallons

Partnerships with Public Organizations
Over the last five years, the Noxious Weed Program has built cooperative
partnerships with multiple agencies, non-profit groups, schools, private companies
and landowners to work on controlling noxious weeds in Cowlitz County. As of
2013, we have built lasting partnerships with many organizations:


U. S. Forest Service & Mount St. Helens Vol- 
canic National Monument

Control of invasive species and noxious weeds
in the forest



Washington State Department of Fish
and Wildlife



Control of noxious weeds at the Mt St Helens
Elk Refuge



Cowlitz/Wahkiakum Conservation
Districts and Landowners



Control of knotweed and stream restoration/



Columbia Land Trust



Control of knotweed and other noxious weeds
species



Cowlitz Indian Tribe



Control of knotweed species on watersheds



WA State Department of Transportation



Control of noxious weeds along highway right of
ways



WA Department of Agriculture



Inter-local agreements to control knotweed on
watersheds



Lewis County Noxious Weed
Control Board



Working on invasive plant control on the
Gifford Pinchot National Forest



Skamania County Noxious Weed Control
Board



Working on invasive plant control on the
Gifford Pinchot National Forest



Lower Columbia Coordinated Weed
Management Area



Partner with multiple agencies both in
Washington and Oregon



Southwest Washington
Coordinated Weed Management Area



Partner with multiple agencies covering the
west side of I-5 corridor



Weyerhaeuser Corporation



Working on reducing noxious weeds on timber
lands



BNSF—Contracting company



Reducing noxious weeds along rail ways and
right of ways



Cities: Woodland, Kalama, Kelso,
Longview, Castle Rock and Ryderwood



Reducing noxious weeds and working with
residents within city limits.



Diking Districts: Woodland, Kelso and
Longview



Reducing noxious weeds on dikes



Ports: Woodland, Kalama, Longview



Reducing noxious weeds on lands and dredge
spoils



County: Parks, Roads



Reducing noxious weeds on county properties
and road right of ways



US Army Corp of Engineers



Reducing noxious weeds on lands managed by
this entity



WSU Cowlitz County Extension & Master
Gardeners



Education workshops, identification and
recommendations for control of weeds

re-vegetation
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Conserva on ‐ field trip to see knotweed
impac ng plants and salmon on a watershed.
Residents, landowners, and government oﬃcials
a ended.

Surveys of the Columbia River with high school
students from Wahkiakum and river guides from
Wahkiakum River Kayaking.
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Mount St Helens Weed Rodeo (Forest Service) ‐
working with community volunteers to cut and re‐
move Scotch Broom.

CWMA field trip to iden fy False brome on a public
park along a watershed.

Le : Assessment of Mouse‐ear hawkweed infesta ons on
both the Giﬀord Pinchot Na onal Forest and adjoining WA
State Fish and Wild land property. Right: Volunteers survey‐
ing for Mouse‐ear hawkweed.

Developing Stewardship Activities in the Community
Community involvement is a top priority for the Noxious Weed Control Board and
we make every effort to find new ways to work with volunteers, non-profit groups,
and other community organizers. In the next couple of years we hope to develop
many more community activities that will inspire participants to become better
stewards of our natural resources.
We encourage you to become a follower of our program by checking in on us at
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/noxiousweeds/, by adding your email address to our
newsletter mailing list or by joining us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/cowlitznoxious.weeds.

Some of the community Activities we are working on include:
Weed Watcher Program—The goal of this project is to establish a training
program to teach participants to identify noxious
weeds and report them back to our program. This
program would strive to make invasive plants a
priority for the conservation of our native plant
species and wildlife. Noxious and invasive plants
impact our natural resources: fisheries, native plants,
wildlife, recreation activities, forest, national
monuments and parks.

Community Volunteer Group—The focus of this program is to form a stable
group of volunteers that would work in different
parts of the county in collaboration with all
organizations on events related to weed control,
native plants, wildlife and fish habitat restoration
projects. We all love to help but many of us don’t
have the time to organize a big event in our spare
time, but at the same time, many of us would jump
at the chance to join a worthwhile event in our
community.

Will You Get Involved?
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Common Teasel Dipsacus fullonum

207 Fourth Avenue N.
Kelso, WA 98628
Tel. (360)577-3117
Email: noxiousweeds@co.cowlitz.wa.us
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/

